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Abstract

The propagation of Lamb waves in a homogenecous, transversely isotropic, piezothermoelastic plate
subjected to charge- and stress-free, thermally insulated or isothermal boundary conditions, is investigated.
Secular equations for the plate in closed form and isolated mathematical conditions for symmetric and
antisymmetric wave mode propagation in completely separate terms are derived. It is shown that motion of
purely transverse (SH) mode gets decoupled from rest of the motion and remains unaffected due to
piezoelectric, pyroelectric and thermal effects. At short wavelength limits, the secular equations for
symmetric and skew symmetric waves reduce to Rayleigh surface wave frequency equation, because a finite
plate in such situation behaves like a semi-infinite medium. The amplitudes of dilatation, temperature
change and electrical potential have also been computed during the symmetric and skew symmetric mode of
vibrations of the plate. Finally, numerical solution of various secular equations and other relevant relations
is carried out for cadmium-selenide (6 mm class) material. The dispersion curves, attenuation coefficients
and amplitudes of dilatation, temperature change and electrical potential for symmetric and antisymmetric
wave modes are presented graphically in order to illustrate and compare the analytical results. The theory
and numerical computations are found to be in close agreement. The various wave characteristics are found
to be more stable and realistic in the presence of piezoelectric and pyroelectric effects than in the absence of
such effects, thereby making such materials more viable for practical applications and use.
© 2003 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Mindlin [1] first proposed a thermo-piezoelectricity theory. He also derived the governing
equations of a thermo-piezoelectric plate [2]. Nowacki [3—5] has explored the physical laws for the
thermo-piezoelectric materials. Chandrasekharaiah [6,7] has generalized Mindlin’s theory of
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thermo-piezoelectricity to account for the finite speed of propagation of thermal disturbances.
Several investigators [8—14] have studied the propagation of waves in plates, cylinders and general
three-dimensional bodies that are made of thermo-piezoelectric materials. Tauchert [15] has
recently applied thermo-piezoelectricity theory to composite plate. Tang and Xu [16] derived the
general dynamic equations, which include mechanical, thermal and electric effects, based on the
anisotropic composite laminated plate theory. They also obtained analytical dynamical solutions
for the case of general forces acting on a simply supported piezothermoelastic laminated plate and
harmonic responses to temperature variation and electric field have been examined as a special
case.

Recently, resurgent interest in Lamb waves was partially initiated by its application of
multisensors [17-19]. Schoch [20] derived the dispersion relation for leaky Lamb waves for an
isotropic plate immersed in an inviscid liquid. Incidentally, the dispersion equations also have an
interface wave solution whose velocity is slightly less than the bulk sound velocity in the liquid
and most of the energy is in the liquid. It is often called the Scholte wave after Scholte [21].
Watkins et al. [22] calculated the attenuation of Lamb waves in the presence of an inviscid liquid
using an acoustic impedance method. Wu and Zhu [23] studied the propagation of Lamb waves in
a plate bordered with inviscid liquid layers on both sides. The dispersion equations of this case
were derived and solved numerically. Zhu and Wu [24] derived the dispersion equations of Lamb
waves of a plate bordered with viscous liquid layer or half-space viscous liquid on both sides.
Numerical solutions of the dispersion equations related to sensing applications are obtained.
Sharma and Pathania [25] studied thermoelastic Lamb waves in a homogeneous isotropic plate
bordered with layers of inviscid liquid in the context of coupled theory of thermoelasticity.

The piezothermoelastic material response entails an interaction of three major fields, namely,
mechanical, thermal and electric in the macro-physical world. One of the applications of the
piezothermoelastic material is to detect the responses of a structure by measuring the electric
charge, sensing or to reduce excessive responses by applying additional electric forces or thermal
forces, actuating. If sensing and actuating can be integrated smartly, a so-called intelligent
structure can be designed. The piezoelectric materials are also often used as resonators whose
frequencies need to be precisely controlled. Because of the coupling between the thermoelastic and
pyroelectric effects, it is important to quantify the effect of heat dissipation on the propagation of
wave at low and high frequencies. Yang and Batra [26] studied the effect of heat conduction on
shift in the frequencies of a freely vibrating linear piezoelectric body with the help of two
perturbation methods. It is shown that the first order effect on frequencies is to shift them by a
small imaginary number, thereby signifying that the effect of energy dissipation due to heat
conduction is to reduce the amplitude of vibration. Sharma and Kumar [27] have studied the
propagation of plane harmonic waves in piezothermoelastic materials. No problem which
analyses the propagation of Lamb-type waves in piezothermoelastic materials analytically is
available in the literature as per the knowledge of authors.

In the present paper, an attempt has been made to investigate the propagation of Lamb waves
in piezothermoelastic, transversely isotropic elastic plate that is subjected to stress- and charge-
free, thermally insulated/isothermal boundary conditions. The Rayleigh Lamb-type dispersion
relations have been obtained in both the cases, for symmetric and skew symmetric modes of
wave propagation in the plate. The dilatation, electric potential and temperature change are
also computed. The analytical results have been verified and computed numerically for
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cadmium-selenide (Cd Se) material plate, which are found to be in close agreement with the
analytical results.

2. Formulation of the problem

We consider an infinite homogeneous, transversely isotropic, piezothermoelastic plate of
thickness ‘24 initially at uniform temperature 7 and electric potential ¢,. We take origin of the
co-ordinate system (x1, X, x3) on the middle surface of the plate. The x; — x; plane is chosen to
coincide with middle surface and xs-axis normal to it along the thickness. The surfaces x3 = +d
are subjected to different boundary conditions. We take x; — x3 as the plane of incidence and
assume that the solutions are explicitly independent of x, but implicit dependence is there, so that
the component u, of displacement vector is non-vanishing. The basic governing equations for
homogeneous transversely isotopic piezothermoelasticity, in the absence of charge density, heat
sources and body forces, are given by

criun1n + caqur 13 + (€13 + ca)us 1z + (ers + e3¢ 3 — BT = pily, (1)
Co6U2,11 + Caalin 33 = piby, 2)

(€13 + Cag)ur 13 + caaiz 11 + c33u333 + €159 1y + €339 33 — B3T3 = piis, 3)
(e15 + e3ur13 + ersuz 1y + exsuzzy — 1Py — 33933 +p3lz =0, 4)
KnTi + K3 T3 — pCoT = Ty [Brinn,y + Bstias — p3da). (5)

where
By = (c11 + cio)ag + ci303, Pz = 2c1300 + €3303.

oy, Kj are coefficients of linear thermal expansion and thermal conductivity, respectively, in the
direction orthogonal to the axes of symmetry, a3, K3 the corresponding quantities along the axis of
symmetry; p, C, are, respectively, the density and specific heat at constant strain, ¢; are the
isothermal elastic parameters, e; are the piezoelectric constants, €;; and e33 are electric
permittivities and ps is pyroelectric constant. Here the superposed dot denotes time differentiation
and coma notation is used for spatial derivatives. In Eqgs. (1)(5), @ = (u;,u,u3) is the
displacement vector, ¢ is the electric potential and T'(x1, X2, x3,7) is the temperature change.
Egs. (1)—(5) can be written in non-dimensional form as

upi + cu sz + cus s + e 3 — T = iy, (6)
CoUp 33 + Calip 11 = Uiy, (7)

c3u113 4 cuspn + cuss + e + d33) — T3 = i, (®)
et 13 + eus i +uzzz — (€ + ¢ 33) +pT3 =0, ©))

Tii+ KT — T = i + Pitsy — pdal, (10)
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where we have defined the following quantities:

% * , 2
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xl’_ > l—(U[, ui_i, — ¢__: CU——, E_Ta
vp BTy Ty b K pCecii
C11 D3cCil €33 C44 €13+ C44 C1] — €12
Up=4/—> = , O =— O=— =" 04227
1Y ﬁ1€33 C11 C11 C11 C11
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By Ky
Here ¢ is the thermoelastic coupling constant, w* is the characteristic frequency of the medium,

¢y 1s the piezothermoelastic coupling constant and vp is the longitudinal wave velocity in the
medium. The primes have been suppressed for convenience.

2.1. Boundary conditions

The non-dimensional boundary conditions at the surfaces x3 = +d of the plate are given by

(1) Mechanical conditions (stress-free surfaces)
033 :0, 013 :0, 023 =0. (121)

(i1) Thermal conditions
Ts+hT =0, (12.2)

where /i is the surface heat transfer coefficient. Here 1 — 0 corresponds to thermally insulated
boundaries and 4 — oo refers to isothermal surfaces.
(ii1) Electrical conditions (charge free surfaces)

Dy =0 (12.3)

for charge-free surfaces and where Dj is the electrical displacement.

3. Solution of the problem

We assume solution of the form
(ur,uo,u3, @, T) = (1,it2, V, W, S)U exp[i¢(x; sin 0 + mx3 — c1)], (13)

where ¢ is the wave number, o is the angular frequency and ¢ = w/¢ is the phase velocity of the
wave. Here 0 is the angle of inclination of wave normal with axes of symmetry (x3-axis), m is still
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an unknown parameter which signifies the penetration depth of the wave; @,, V, W and S are,
respectively, the amplitude ratios of displacements u,, u3 electric potential ¢p and temperature T to
that of displacement u;. The use of Eq. (13) in Egs. (6)—(10) leads to a system of the following
coupled equations for the amplitudes [1, V, W, S, i]":

M52 + com? — ¢? c3ms €peyms -8 0 1717
c3ms s>+ am? — A gylexs® +m?) —Pm 0 vV
eyms ers> + m? —¢,(Es% + m?) pm 0 w
c’es cepm —czccppm e+ z(s*> + Km?) 0 S
i 0 0 0 0 com? +cys? — 2| | 2 |
: (14)

Il
o o o o o

where z = iw, s = sin . The system of Eq. (14) has a non-trivial solution if the determinant of
coefficients of [1, V, W, S, L‘tz]T vanishes, which leads to the following polynomial characteristic
equation:

2 2 2 2 2 2
s« Fe s-  Fc s« Fe

K zK K K
2 2
S FeeA
+ <a3—_—|— _ 3) -0, (15)
Kz

cm? + cas® — 2 =0, (16)

where the coefficients ¢; and 4;, i = 1,2,3 are given in the appendix. Eq. (16) corresponds to
purely transverse (SH) wave mode that decoupled from rest of the motion and is not effected by
either of the thermal variations, pyroelectric or piezoelectric effects and hence will not be
considered in the following analysis. Eq. (15) being a biquadratic in m? admits eight solutions for

m which also have the property my, = —my,mg = —m3,mg = —msmg = —m.
For each m,, ¢ = 1,3, ..., 8, the amplitude ratios V, W, and § can be expressed as
Vq = Rl(mq)/R(mq)a Wq = RZ(mq)/R(mq)v Sq = R3(mq)/R(mq)a (17)

where R(m,) and R;(m,), i = 1,2,3 are given in the appendix. Combining Eq. (17) with stress,
strain, electric displacement and temperature relation given below,

o33 = (c3 — c)ury + crusz + epdp 3 — T,

013 = (U3 +usy) +eperpy, D3 =(ey —euy +us3 — ;5 +pT, (18)
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we rewrite the formal solution for displacements, temperature and electric potential, as

8
(u,uz, ¢, T) = > (1, Vy, W, S) Uy explic(xy sin 0+ mox; — 1)) (19)
q=1

The stresses, electric displacement and temperature gradient are obtained as
8

(033,013, D3, T3) = Z iE(D1y, Dagy D3gy mySy) U,elstsr sin rxsmy=ct) (20)
g=1
where
Dy = (c3 — ) sin 0 + cymy Vy + ¢,m, W, —éSq, (21.1)
D>y = comy + ¢ sin 0V, + €pez sin 0 W, (21.2)
D3, = (e1 — e2) sin 0+ m, V, — eym, W, +%S ,q=1,23,...8. (21.3)

4. Derivation of the secular equations

We consider two types of thermal boundary condition of the plate namely, isothermal
boundaries and thermally insulated boundaries.

4.1. Stress- and charge-free, isothermal boundary conditions (h— o0 )

By invoking stress-free, isothermal and electrically charge-free boundary conditions (12.1),
(12.2) and (12.3) at the plate surfaces x3 = +d, we obtain a system of eight simultaneous linear
equations in amplitudes U,, ¢=1,2,...,8 as

8 8 8 8
> DyEU,=0, Y DyEU;=0, Y D3, E,U; =0, > DyyE,U, =0, (22)
q=1 q=1 q=1 q=1
where Dy, = (m, + h)S, and E, = etiomd g —12 3.8 system of Egs. (22) have a non-trivial
solution if the determinant of the coefficients of U,, ¢ =1,2,...,8 vanishes, which leads to a
characteristic equation for the propagation of modified guided waves in the plate. The
characteristic equation for the piezothermoelastic waves in this case after applying lengthy
algebraic reductions and manipulations leads to the following secular equations:

{ﬁ] il_Dz3G3 [E] il_D27G7 [T7] ilz —D15Gs

— , 23
Ts Dy1Gy | Ts Dy Gy | Ts Dy G 23)
where

T\ = tan(ym;), T3 = tan(yms), Ts5 = tan(yms), T7; =tan(ym;), 7= Cd, (24)
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Dy Dis Dipy Dy Dis Dpy Dy Diz Dpy
Gy =|Ds3 D3ss D3|, G3=|Ds Dss D3|, Gs=|Ds Dz D,
D43 Dss Dy D4y Dss Dy Dy Dsy3 Dy
Dy, D3 Dis
G;=|D3y1 D33 Dss|. (25)
D41 Dsz Dys

Here D4y = S, and Dy, Doy, D3, are defined in Eqgs. (21.1)—(21.3). In Eq. (23) the superscript —1
corresponds to symmetric and + 1 refers to antisymmetric modes of wave propagation in the
plate.

4.2. Stress and charge free, thermally insulated boundary conditions (h—0)

Upon invoking the stress-free, and electrically charge-free, thermally insulated boundary
conditions (12.1), (12.2) and (12.3) at x3 = +d, we obtain the secular equations

Gy7

T, 75 *! T, 75 %! 775 %!
G57[ ] 3} G35[ | 7} G15|: 3 7] :—[Tlil+Gl7 T3i1+Gl3T7il ’ (26)

- - _I__ ——
Gy | Ts Gy Ts Gy Ts Gy7

where

Gi3 = (D11 D33 — D31D13)(D25sDy7 — D27Dys),  Gs7 = (D15D37 — D3sD17)(D21Daz — D23 Dyy),
G5 = (D11 D3s — D31D15)(D27Dsz — D23Dy7),  G37 = (D13D37 — D33D17)(D2sDay — Doy Dys),
Gi17 = (D11 D37 — D31D17)(D23Dss — DysDy3),  Gis = (D13D3s — D33D15) (D21 Ds7 — Da7Dyy).
(27)

Here D4y = myS, and Dy, Dy, D3, are defined in Eqgs. (21.1)—(21.3).

Secular equations (23) and (26) are the transcendental equations which contain complete
information about the phase velocity, wave number and attenuation coefficient of the plate waves.
In general, wave number and hence the phase velocity of the waves is a complex quantity;
therefore the waves are attenuated in space. If we write

cl=v!+inlg, (28)
where v and ¢ are real; the exponent in the plane wave solution (13) becomes
—g(xy sin 0 + mx3) — io{v"(x; sin 0 + mox3) — t}. (29)

This shows that v is the propagation velocity and ¢ is the attenuation coefficient of the
wave. Upon using Eq. (28) in Egs. (23) and (26), the values of v and ¢ for different modes can
be obtained.
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5. Special cases
5.1. Uncoupled thermoelasticity (piezoelectricity)

If we set ¢ = 0 = p, the motion corresponding to the thermal wave (T-mode) decouples from
rest of the motion and the various results reduce to those of piezoelectric elastic plate. Secular
equations (23) and (26) for symmetric and skew symmetric modes for rest of the motion under
various boundary conditions take the following forms:

[ﬂ] oDy [ﬁ} Dk (30)
Ts D)\ Fy | Ts D, Fy
F = D/13D/35 - D,33D,15’ F; = D/11D135 - DI31D,15’ Fs = DlllD/33 - D’31D’13,
where
D’lq = (c3 — ¢2)8in 0 + ¢cymy, V; +my W;,
D’zq = camy + ¢ sin HV; +ersin 0w,
D}y, = (e1 — ex)sin 0 + my V, — nymy, Wy,
V, = —Ri(my) /R (mg), W,= Ry(my)/R(my), (31)
Rll(mq) = [6’263”’13 + {(33 + cen — €1¢3)S2 - 6‘302}14”1?, + 6252(52 - 02) )
R(my) = clcsz] +(Ps* — ch)mfl + (5% — A)eas® — ),
R'(mq) = mys [(C363 - clel)mf[ + (c3e; — e’lcz)s2 + elcz}. (32)
Here my, q=1,2,3,4,5,6, are the roots of the equation
m® + aym* + axm® + a3 = 0, (33)

where a;, a», az are defined in the appendix.
5.2. Thermoelastic plate

In the absence of piezoelectricity, we set ¢p = 0 = p; the various results reduce to those of stress-
free thermoelastic plate. The secular equations (23) and (26) for symmetric and skew symmetric
modes for rest of the motion under various boundary conditions take the following forms:

[Tl] ! D;7G; [ﬁ] ilz _ DZSG;

D;lGT Ts D;GT,

= (34)

where
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Gy = D\sDy; — D7 Dys, Gs =Dy Dy; — D7Dy, Gy =Dy Dys — D5Dy,

DTq = (3 — ¢2)sin 0 + cymy V; - BSq/ié,

D;, = cxmg + cysin 0V, (35)
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. { S; for isothermal,
49 —

*
mgyS,

, for thermally insulated,

v myot,/sin 0, q=1,2,7,8,
4 —sin 0/myo,, q=15,6,

(36)

. {[(cz+c3aq)m§+s2—c2]/s, q=12138,
q

Sy = 2 2 2
[eam, + (1 — ¢3/0g)s”™ — ¢7]/s, q=5,6,

~ [czmé + (1 —c3/P)s* — 2]
oy =

U (e - cafym2 + cps? — ¢

Here my, ¢=1,2,5,6,7,8, are the roots of the equation obtained by equating to zero the
determinant of Eq. (14) after ignoring the third and fifth rows and columns. Eq. (34) has been
solved and discussed in detail by Sharma [28] for isotropic materials.

5.3. Stress-free elastic plate

In the absence of piezoelectric, pyroelectric and thermal effects, the secular equations (23) and
(26) reduce to

1
Tl o |:D/l,5D/2,l:| * , (37)

L AR
Ts Dy, Ds

where D’l’q = (3 — ¢2)sin 0 + cymy V;’, D’2’q = co(my +sin 0 V;’), qg=1,5,

o 122
" c3mys Cm, + 87 —¢
Ve=—"" 7 _ 2 » 4=1,5.
cimy + cs° — ¢ C3Mys
Here the roots m; and ms are given by
2 2 2 N2 2
2 ) —(Ps = Jco) 2 o (7= )es” — )
C1C2 C1C2

6. Waves at short wavelength

Some information on the asymptotic behavior is obtainable by letting {— oo. If we take,
&> a)/\/c—, it follows that ¢ > w and c¢<1; then we replace m;, m3, ms and m7 in the secular
equations by im}, inty, imy and int, respectively. Hence for £ — oo,

tanh(ym;) | tanh(yms) tanh(ym7)
— — _
tanh(yms) ° tanh(yms) tanh(yms)

-1,
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so that the secular equations (23), (26), (30), (34) and (37), respectively, for both symmetric and
antisymmetric cases reduce to

D> Gy — D3G5 + Dy5sGs — Dy;G7 = 0, (38.1)
Gi3 + Gis + Gi7 + G3s + Gy7 + Gs7 = 0, (38.2)
D), F) — D F5 + DsFs = 0, (38.3)

D5, Gy + DG — D5,G; =0, (38.4)

Dy, D5 — DsDj, =0. (38.5)

Eqgs. (38.1)+(38.5)) are merely Rayleigh surface wave equations in piezoelectric elasticity for
stress- and charge-free, thermally insulated or isothermal surfaces of the plate and in
elastokinetics, respectively. The Rayleigh results enter here since, for such small wavelengths,
the finite thickness plate appears as a semi-infinite medium. Hence vibration energy is transmitted
mainly along the surface of the plate.

7. Amplitudes of dilatation, temperature change and electric potential

The amplitudes of dilatation, electric potential and temperature during symmetric mode of
vibration are obtained as

oo (O O
B 8x1 8X3

= [¢}(sin 0 + m V) + Lcy(sin 0 + m3V3) + Mci(sin 0 + msVs) + Nc(sin 0 + m7V7)]

% Al(ié)eif(xl sin cht), (391)
b = [Wic + WiLdy + WsMcs + WiNe, | A, (ig)el s 0=, (39.2)
T = [Sic| + S3Lcy + SsMc + SN, | A, (ig)eistvr sin =en), (39.3)

where L, M, and N are given below.

L = [DIICT(DZSDWS;C; — D3sDy7¢557) — Discs(Da1 Dygs ¢y — D31 Darcys7)
+D17¢;5(Da1 Dass cs — D31 Dascys5)] /4,

M = [Di3¢y(Dy1 D1s,¢5 — D31Dareysy) — Diicy(Da3Dsrsyc; — D33 Dacysy)
+D17¢;(D23Daisyc; — DisDaess))] /4,

N = [D13C§(D25D31S§CT — D3sDyicss;) — Discs(DasDsisye; — D33Daicssy)
+Dy1¢;(D23Dsssycs — D33D256’;S§)] /4,

4 =— [D13C§(D25D37SZC; — D3sDa7c5s7) — Discs(Da3Dizsycy — Dy3Darcyss)
+ D765 (D23 D3ssy5 — D33D25€§S§)},

* * . .
¢, =cosémyd, s, =sinémyd, c; = cos &myxs, s; =sinémyx;, ¢=12,3,...,8.
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The amplitudes of dilatation, electric potential and temperature change for antisyrnmetric mode
of vibration are obtained from Egs. (39.1)—~(39.3) by interchanging c with s and L, M N w1th
L', M', N', respectively, where L', M’, N’ are obtained from L, M, N by replacmg c with s

8. Numerical results and discussion

The material chosen for the purpose of numerical calculations is (6 mm class) cadmium selenide
(CdSe) of hexagonal symmetry, which is transversely isotropic material. The physical data for a
single crystal of CdSe material is given as

=741 x10°Nm™2, ¢ =452x10"Nm2, ¢3=393x10"Nm>2,
c33=836x 10°NmM 2, ¢44=132x10"Nm2, g, =0621 x I0°NK'm~2,

B3 =0.551 x I0°NK'm™2, e3=-0.160Cm >, e =0.347Cm 2,

esi = —0.138Cm 2, ¢, =826x 100" C?N"'m™2, 63=9.03x10"""C>*N"'m2,
C,=260Tkg 'K, p3=-294x10°CK 'm2 ¥,=448x10""Nm
0 =44 x 107K, o, =392x1002CN!", Kj=K;=9Wm 'K,
p=>5504kgm>, T, =298K, w*=2.14x 103s7".

b

The secular equations (23) and (26) are solved numerically by the iteration method to obtain the
phase velocity of symmetric and antisymmetric modes of vibrations after finding the roots
m;, i=1,2,3,...,8 of the biquadratic equation (15) by using Descartes’ method. In general,
Eq. (15) is of the form G(m, s, ¢) = 0. Eq. (15) can be solved for ‘m’ by Descartes method for fixed
values of ¢ and s. The secular equations (23) and (26) are transcendental equations of the form
F(c,m) = 0. For known values of m, this equation can also be solved for the phase velocity ¢. We
have used iteration method to find the phase velocity for different values of wave number ¢ and
the procedure adopted is outlined below.

The iteration method to solve a transcendental equation f(c) = 0, requires to put this equation
into the form ¢ = ¢g(c), so that the sequence {c,} of iteration for the desired root can be easily
generated as follows: If ¢y be the initial approximation to the root, then we have ¢; = g(cg), ¢o =
g(c1), ¢3 = g(c3) and so on. In general, ¢, = ¢g(c,), n=0,1,2,3,.... If |g/(c)| <1, for all cel,
then the sequence {c,} of approximations to the root will converge to the actual value ¢ = { of the
root, provided c¢oe€l, I being the interval in which root is expected. For initial value of ¢ = ¢yel
and along direction ‘0’, Eq. (15) can be solved for m by Descartes’ method for a particular value of
the non-dimensional wave number &d. The values of m are then used in the secular equation to
obtain a current value of ¢, which is further used to generate a new approximation to ¢. This
process is repeated time and again for a particular value of the wave number &d, unless the
sequence of iterated approximations to the value of ¢ converges to desired level of accuracy, i.e.,
|che1 — cu| <e, € being an arbitrary small number to be selected at random in order to achieve the
accuracy level. This procedure is continuously repeated for different values of the non-
dimensional wave number &d to obtain the phase velocity. Here, the sequence of the values of
phase velocity has been allowed to iterate approximately for 100 iterations to make it converge in
order to achieve the desired level of accuracy, viz. four decimal places. An infinite number of roots
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exist for a given value of frequency, which can be obtained by giving a value of wave number,
from the secular equations (23) and (26). Each root represents a propagating mode. Note that care
must be taken in the root-finding procedure, for the transcendental functions change their values
rapidly. The phase velocity (v/ \/6) profiles of the first three symmetric and antisymmetric modes
of vibrations have been computed for various values of the non-dimensional wave number (£d)
from dispersion relations (23) and (26) in case of charge-free, thermally insulated/isothermal,
stress-free plate of CdSe material. The corresponding dispersion curves and attenuation
coefficient profiles for Rayleigh—Lamb-type modes are presented in Figs. 1-8, respectively. The
amplitudes of dilatation, temperature and electric potential change in the case of fundamental
mode have also been computed for charge- and stress-free isothermal plate in various direc-
tions (0 = 30°,45°,60°, 75%) of propagation. These quantities are plotted with plate thickness in
Figs. 9-14.

From Figs. 1 and 2, the velocity profiles of fundamental symmetric and skew symmetric modes
for 0 = 75° in both isothermal and thermally insulated plates are noticed to be almost straight
lines, indicating that these are nearly non-dispersive along this direction of propagation. All the
modes show dispersive behavior in other considered directions of wave propagation. It is also seen
that there are crossover points between various curves corresponding to the same mode in
different directions of propagation. The crossover phenomenon physically indicates that at a
particular wavelength, the mechanical/thermal/electrical energy may be exchangeable between the
corresponding directions of wave propagation in the same mode. However, unlike elastic,
thermoelastic and piezoelectric plate cases where the symmetric and skew symmetric modes are
clearly distinguishable, it is no longer possible to very clearly define the symmetric and skew
symmetric modes in a piezothermoelastic plate. It can be seen that as the wave number increases,
the phase velocity of each mode decreases in all the directions of wave propagation. When wave
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Fig. 1. Variation of non-dimensional phase velocity of symmetric modes of wave propagation with non-dimensional
wave number in various directions (piezoelectric isothermal plate).
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Fig. 2. Variation of non-dimensional phase velocity of skew symmetric modes of wave propagation with non-
dimensional wave number in various directions (piezoelectric isothermal plate).
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Fig. 3. Variation of non-dimensional phase velocity of symmetric modes of wave propagation with non-dimensional
wave number in various directions (piezoelectric thermally insulated plate).

number becomes indefinitely large, the curves asymptotically approach to the Rayleigh wave
velocity, because in such a situation a finite thickness plate behaves like a half-space and the
transportation of energy takes place mainly across the free surface of the plate. For the low wave
number, it is noticed that the phase velocity of the lowest mode in piezothermoelastic plate follows
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Fig. 4. Variation of non-dimensional phase velocity of skew symmetric modes of wave propagation with non-
dimensional wave number in various directions (piezoelectric thermally insulated plate).
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Fig. 5. Variation of attenuation coefficient of symmetric mode of wave propagation with non-dimensional wave
number in various directions (piezoelectric isothermal plate).

closely that of the rotational wave speed of CdSe material. Except the fundamental mode, all
higher modes have phase velocities greater than the shear wave speed in the considered range of
wave number along all the directions of wave propagation. It is also observed that as the thickness
of the piezothermoelastic plate increases, the phase velocity decreases in all the directions of wave
propagation. This can be explained by the fact that as the thickness of the plate increases, the
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Fig. 6. Variation of attenuation coefficient of skew symmetric mode of wave propagation with non-dimensional wave
number in various directions (piezoelectric isothermal plate).
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Fig. 9. Variation of symmetric dilatation with plate thickness in various directions.

coupling effect of various interacting fields also increases resulting in lower phase velocity. It can
also be observed that the Rayleigh wave velocity is reached at a lower wave number as the
thickness increases, because the transportation of energy mainly takes place in the neighbourhood
of the free surfaces of the plate in this case. From Figs. 3 and 4 for 0 = 75°, it is noticed that there
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Fig. 11. Variation of amplitude of symmetric electric potential with plate thickness in various directions.
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is almost negligible change in the behavior of fundamental (acoustical) and higher (optical) modes
of propagation to that seen from Figs. 1 and 2 in this direction of propagation. Although
significant changes and shifts are observed in the mode shapes along the other considered
directions of propagation, the most effected velocity profiles are the one along 0 = 30° and
0 = 45° in this case. Thus, the effect of isothermal and thermally insulated boundaries of plate is
also observed to be significant in CdSe material. The presence of dips in various curves shows the
existence of damping phenomenon, which is noticed to be more prominent for 0 <0<45° than for
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Fig. 13. Variation of amplitude of symmetric temperature change with plate thickness in various directions.

45°<0<90°. However, the damping effect is quite significant along the directions for which 0
satisfies the inequalities 30° <0<45°. No such dips are noticed to be present in the phase velocity
profiles of fundamental (acoustical) and higher (optical) modes along @ = 75° in both the cases of
stress-free isothermal and stress-free thermally insulated, charge-free plate surfaces. Thus, the
various modes of wave propagation are monotonic though attenuated/damped along this
direction of wave propagation. Also, these dips are not observed in any of the curves for various
modes in piezoelectric plate in the absence of thermal and pyroelectric effects. The oscillatory
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Fig. 14. Variation of amplitude of skew symmetric temperature change with plate thickness in various directions.

behavior is also not observed for thermoelastic plate in the absence of piezoelectric and
pyroelectric effects. Clearly, the presence of these dips in various dispersion curves for the
piezothermoelastic plate is attributed due to the coupling between thermal and electric fields, i.e.
pyroelectric effects. The reduction in the amplitude of vibrations as compared to that of elastic
and piezoelectric plate signifies the impact of energy dissipation due to heat conduction and
pyroelectric effects.

The free surfaces admit a Rayleigh-type surface wave with complex wave number and hence
phase velocity. Consequently, the surface wave propagates with attenuation due to the radiation
of energy into the medium. This radiated energy will be reflected back to the center of the plate by
the lower and upper surfaces. Consequently, the attenuated surface wave on the free surface is
enhanced by this reflected energy to form a propagation wave. In fact, the multiple reflections
between the upper and lower surfaces of the plate form caustics at one of the free surface and a
strong stress concentration arises, due to which the wave field becomes unbounded in the limit
d — oo. The unbounded displacement field is characterized by the singularities of circular tangent
functions. Figs. 5 and 6 represent the variation of non-dimensional attenuation coefficient (¢) of
the waves with non-dimensional wave number ((d) for acoustic mode of wave propagation in
different directions in a plate with charge- and stress-free, isothermal surfaces. The amplitude of
attenuation coefficient passes through many sign reversals through the thickness of the plate. The
number of such sign reversals is quite high for 30° <0<60° as compared to other directions of
wave propagation. Therefore, the damping effect is more prominent in the considered range of
wave number (d) along the direction of propagation for 30° <0<60°. From Fig. 6, it is noticed
that attenuation coefficient for skew symmetric mode has quadratic variation at low wave number
(0<&d<8) and then starts oscillating with quite high amplitude along 6 = 75°. This quantity
performs oscillations with increasing amplitude along other directions of wave propagation for
the considered values of non-dimensional wave number. For the direction 8 = 45°, the amplitude
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of attenuation is observed to be quite high for the wave number range 4 <&d <7 with decreasing
trend on either side of this interval. The variation of attenuation coefficient with wave number for
thermally insulated plate during symmetric mode of wave propagation is similar to that of skew
symmetric mode in isothermal plate except slight change in magnitude, which is clear from Figs. 6
and 7. Fig. 8 represents the attenuation coefficient profile of skew symmetric mode for a thermally
insulated plate. The attenuation curve for 6 = 75° is almost a straight line indicating that in this
direction attenuation coefficient is non-dispersive in character. In the direction 0 = 45°, the
magnitude of attenuation coefficient is very large in magnitude in the wave number range
5<¢&d <7 and negligibly small on either side of this interval. This quantity observes oscillating
behavior with increasing amplitude in other considered directions (0 = 30°,60°). Thus, the
acoustic mode is noticed to be significantly attenuated in space and damped with time for both
cases of charge- and stress-free, isothermal/thermally insulated plate surfaces along 6 = 30°, 45°
and 60°. Along the direction of propagation 6 = 75°, the acoustic mode is free from peaks and
dips and hence there is less damping effect. This result agrees with the corresponding result
obtained earlier from the phase velocity profiles.

The amplitude of dilatation for fundamental symmetric and skew symmetric modes in an
isothermal plate with respect to thickness in various directions of wave propagation is represented
in Figs. 9 and 10, respectively. It is seen from Fig. 9 that there is large amplitude of symmetric
dilatation near the upper and lower surfaces of the plate in all directions except for 8 = 30°, which
is primarily due to the presence of free surfaces because the upper and lower free surfaces give rise
to the caustic effect which results in large-displacement amplitude and consequently to volumetric
deformation (dilatation). Along 6 = 30° this quantity performs damped oscillations with
maximum amplitude at the center of the plate. For a relatively thicker plate, the caustic effect
becomes less important and the fundamental mode becomes a Rayleigh-type surface wave on the
upper or lower free surface. In this case, one may still call the fundamental mode a Rayleigh-type
surface wave on the free surface, for its amplitude on the free surface is several times of that
elsewhere inside the plate. It is observed from Fig. 10 that there is maximum skew symmetric
dilatation at the upper and lower surfaces of the plate and less deformation takes place at the
center of the plate in all the directions of wave propagation. However, along the directions
0 = 30° and 45°, there is negligible variation in skew symmetric dilatation with plate thickness.
The comparison of Figs. 9 and 10 reveals that the symmetric dilatation is noticed to be more
dominant than the skew symmetric one, in this case.

The electric potential change along the plate thickness for fundamental symmetric and skew
symmetric mode is plotted in Figs. 11 and 12. It is evident from Fig. 11 that maximum electric
potential change is noticed at the upper and lower surfaces of the plate. Inside the plate electric
potential change is very small and fluctuating. The variation of amplitude of electric potential
during skew symmetric mode of vibration with plate thickness is shown in Fig. 12 for charge- and
stress-free isothermal surfaces of the plate. Along 0 = 30° and 45°, the variation is almost linear
with zero value at the center of the plate. But along the directions 8 = 60° and 75°, the absolute
value of skew symmetric electric potential increases in 0 <x3 <0.4 and decreases for 0.4 <x3<0.7
before it attains maximum value at the plate surfaces after a sharp increase. The symmetric
electrical potential change is observed to be quite dominant and hence significant amount of
mechanical and thermal energy gets converted into electrical energy during the propagation of
mechanical or thermal disturbance in the present situation.
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The symmetric temperature change with plate thickness is shown in Fig. 13 for isothermal
boundaries of the plate. No temperature change is noticed at lower and upper surfaces of the
plate, which is consistent with the boundary conditions. The symmetric temperature change is
observed to behave like a damped oscillator on either side from the center of the plate where its
amplitude is maximum. Moreover, the damping effect is quit high along the direction 0 =
30°, 60°, moderate for 0 = 45° and observed to be least along 6 = 75°. Thus, the effect of heat
dissipation has less effect on wave propagation along the direction 6 = 75° than in other
directions of wave propagation in the instant case. Fig. 14 represents the antisymmetric
temperature change with plate thickness in a charge- and stress-free isothermal plate. The skew
symmetric temperature change is zero at the center of the plate and also at the plate surfaces. The
latter is consistent with boundary condition. The skew symmetric temperature change is noticed
to be negligibly small, which varies almost linearly along the directions 8 = 30° and 45°, thereby
establishing that this quantity is almost non-dispersive in character in these directions. Along
0 =60° and 75° the absolute value of skew symmetric temperature change increases
monotonically for |x|<0.8 and decreases for |x| > 0.8. From Figs. 13 and 14, it is clear that
symmetric temperature change is more significant than the skew symmetric one in the present
case. The velocity profile along the direction 0 = 75° is monotonically decreasing without peaks
and dips, which is due to coupling between thermal and electric fields. Also, along this direction,
there is minimum effect of pyroelectric fields as can be seen from the curves for dominant
symmetric temperature and electric potential change in this direction.

9. Conclusions

Secular equations for symmetric and skew symmetric modes of vibration for piezothermoelastic
Lamb waves in a plate have been derived for different boundary conditions. It is found that purely
transverse (SH) wave decoupled from the rest of the motion and remains independent of
piezoelectric, pyroelectric and thermal effects. From the dispersion curves, it is observed that
decrease in phase velocity with wave number is oscillatory except along the direction 8 = 75°. The
acoustic mode of wave propagation is observed to be almost non-dispersive along the direction
0 = 75° of wave propagation. In all other directions, the decrease in velocity performs damped
oscillations, which die out with increase in wave number. The lowest mode (acoustic mode) is
most fluctuating. The oscillatory behavior of phase velocity with wave number seems to disappear
with growing order of modes. This damping effect is not observed in thermoelastic and
piezoelectric elastic plates, although the phase velocity (v/ \/EE) profiles are attenuated. At short
wavelength limits, the velocity of symmetric and antisymmetric modes of vibration asymptotically
approaches the Rayleigh wave velocity. The attenuation coefficient profiles are found to increase
with oscillating magnitude with wave number and have a number of peaks and dips. This
establishes the effect of damping due to heat dissipation because of coupling between thermal and
electric fields, viz. pyroelectric effects. But no such peaks and dips are observed in the velocity
profile along the direction 0 = 75°. This indicates that along this direction there is minimum effect
of pyroelectric fields, as can also be seen from the curves for dominant symmetric temperature and
electric potential change in this direction. The crossover points between various curves
corresponding to same mode of propagation in different directions physically indicate that at a
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particular wavelength, the mechanical/thermal/electrical energy may be exchangeable between the
corresponding directions of wave propagation in the same mode. Unlike elastic, thermoelastic and
piezoelectric elastic plate cases, the symmetric and skew symmetric modes in a piezothermoelastic
plate are not very clearly distinguishable and the presence of peaks and dips is observed in various
dispersion curves and attenuation profiles. This happens because of the pyroelectric effect as such
as a phenomenon is not noticed in the absence of these effects in elastic, thermoelastic and
piezoelectric plates. It is also observed that as the thickness of the piezothermoelastic plate
increases, the phase velocity decreases in all the directions of propagation, because with increase
in thickness of the plate, the coupling effect of various interacting fields also increases, resulting in
lower phase velocity. It is also noticed that the Rayleigh wave velocity is reached at a lower wave
number as the thickness increases, because the transportation of energy mainly takes place in the
neighbourhood of the free surfaces of the plate in the considered case. The amplitudes of
dilatation, electric potential and temperature change have also been computed and are shown
graphically. The symmetric dilation, electric potential and temperature change are found to be
more dominant than skew symmetric one in cadmium-selemide material plate. The dilatation is
found to be maximum at the surfaces as compared to the center of the plate except along 6 = 30°.
This is primarily due to the presence of free surfaces which give rise to caustic effect. The electric
potential is noticed to be maximum at the surfaces of the plate, which is physically relevant. The
temperature change in the case of stress- and charge-free isothermal plate is found to be zero at
the surfaces of the plate and the damping effect due to pyroelectric effect is found to be quite high
along 6 = 30°, 60°, moderate along 6 = 45° and least for § = 75°, from the temperature change
profile.
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Appendix A

The coefficients a;, 4;, i =1, 2, 3, in Eq. (15) and R(m,), Ri(m,), i =1, 2, 3 in Eq. (17) are
given as
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